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OUR ANNUAL MEETING 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner of the New London County Historical 
Society will be held at the Mohican Roof on the evening of Wednesday, 
September 25, 1968. 

The speaker will be Dr. J. Seeley Bixler, a friend of many New Lon- 
doners who knew both Dr. Bixler and his father when the family lived 
here. Dr. Bixler was President of Colby College, Waterville, Maine from 
1942 to 1960. His father was pastor of the Second Congregational. Church 
here for about twenty-five years. 

lt is hoped that a large gathering wil! be present at the meeting to 
welcome our speaker on his visit back to New London, and to hear a man 
who has had such an iilustrious career in the field of Education. 

His topic will be, "What happened to New England's Sense of Mission?" 

This early announcement is made to give you the opportunity to save 
September 25th for this special occasion. Regular announcements wil] 
be sent to all members. Because of Dr. Bixler's wide acquaintance here, 
this will be a most enjoyable evening. 


DOCUMENT RECEIVED FROM LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 


The following letter was received in May from the Redevelopment 
Agency: 


Dear Mr. Small: 

Please find enclosed a copy of a recent document received 
by this office which may be of interest to you and for the Historical 
society. 

Certain new programs relative to historical preservation 
are outlined in this document which may have application in future 
joint undertakings by the Redevelopment Agency and the New London 
County Historical Society. 

As outlined in the attached document, additional historical 
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preservation activities can take place within Demonstration Model 
Cities neighborhoods. As you are aware, the City of New London has 
submitted to the Federal Government a Demonstration Model Cities 
Application which is now pending their review and hopefully approval. 

The Model Cities area, as delineated, encompasses Shaw's 
Mansion, Huguenot House, and Hempstead House, all of which may find 
some application for programs as outlined in the attached document. 

The Redevelopment Agency will keep in contact with you as 
progress on the Model Cities Application is received. 


Very truly yours, 


Wilbur Klatsky 
Executive Director 
(This document is available for all members who may wish to see it.) 


INDEX for the BALL SCRAPBOOKS 


A work which we believe has great historical value now, and will 
continue to increase in importance as time goes on has been completed. 
The reference is to the very detailed Index to the Ball Scrapbooks 
completed recently by Mrs. Dwight Lyman. . os 

The Index has about 15,000 entries covering business, buildings, 
events, people, whaling, and shipping. 

An example of its use was shown as soon as it was brought into the 
Shaw Mansion. A visitor arrived seeking information on Abisha Woodward. 
The tndex was consulted, and the information it provided was given with- 
out delay to the visitor. What took minutes would have previously taken 
hours or even days. | 

At the next Board Meeting, the question of final form and distri- 
bution will be discussed. The State Library has already indicated its 
desire for a copy. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


The Finance Committee has been hard at work scrutinizing the 
financial holdings of the Society and getting a review of the portfolio. 
A report will be given by the Committee at the next Board Meeting. 


LOCAL HISTORY TAPED 


Mr. Small recently made a recording on tape which gave some of 
New London't history and which included a list of historical places to 
be seen in this area. This recording was sent to Mr. Alan R. Mead of 
Rockville, Connecticut, who is making a composite tape of recordings 
processed in numerous parts of Connecticut. The finished product wil] 
be used before groups, including school children 2am hy 
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JUNE 21st LUNCHEON 


A luncheon sponsored by the Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Southeastern Connecticut, the Southeastern Connecticut United Fund, and 
the Eastern Connecticut Council of the Navy League was held on June 21st 
at the New London Holiday Inn honoring retiring Captains W. A. McGuiness 
and R. L. Corkran., Mr. Small represented our Society and extended best 
wishes for their future activities. 


BULKELEY, W.M.1., AND CHAPMAN TECH 


New London's former private secondary schools have played an import- 
ant part in the history of this City. Some related items are now in our 
collections, and as a result of the recent Bukleley Alumni Reunion other 
items are either in our hands or shortly will be. We are especially in- 
debted to Mr. Fred Smith, Mr. Philip Pasquale, and Mr. William Downie. 
Our needs include memorabilia concerning Bulkeley, Williams Memorial 
Institute (now Williams School), and Chapman Tech. 


SURVIVAL COURSE 


The Connecticut State Department of Education has appointed Mr. 
small, who is a Colonel, A.U.S., Retired, to give a course on Personal 
and Family Survival in case of nuclear or natural emergencies. This is 
an adult education course. Col. Small was appointed because of his 
experience both in the field of Civil Defense and Education. He is 
presently giving the course to a group of Coast Guard Reserves that 
meets at the Coast Guard Academy. 

lf twenty or more members of the Historical Society and their 
friends would like to take this course, permission could undoubtedly be 
obtained from the State Department of Education to give it at the Shaw 
Mansion. 

The course which consists of six lessons of two hours each scattered 
over several weeks contains information that every citizen of this coun- 
try should know. Numerous slides and movies are included. 

Those interested may call Mrs. Knox at the Mansion, 443-1209, or 
Mr. Small, 442-1306. 
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CONNECTICUT SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS 


Our member, Mr. F. H. Hunt has arranged for the Connecticut Society 
of Genealogists to hold a meeting at the Shaw Mansion on October 19th. 
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ACCESSIONS 


Several pieces of jewelry, "Young Man's 
Own Book,' 1839, "Church Psalmody,!! 
1838, "Bridal Greetings," 1856 
"Methodist Episcopal ‘Hymns,"! 1848. Gifts of Henklie S. Scott 


"DAR Patriot Index." Gift of Lucretia Shaw Chapter ,DAR 
‘Local History, How to Gather it, 

Write it, Publish it," by Donald 

Dean Parker. Gift of Conn. Coll. Library 
“Impartial Relation of Hai lstorm and 

Tornado, 1799, in the State of Conn- 

ecticut," (Imprint, Norwich, 1799). Gift of Conn. Coll. Library 


"Life and Confession of Miner Babcock," | 
(New London imprint, 1816). Gift of Conn. Coll. Library 


"Tears of Contrition,'" by John N. 
Maffitt, (New London imprint, 1821). Gift of Conn. Coll. Library 


Several sermons, (New London imprints, 


1772-1864). Gift of Conn. Coll. Library 
Assorted pamphlets and flyers. Gift of Hazel A. Johnson 
"Ancestry of Addie Clark Harding." Received from Publishers (This 


sometimes happens at the re- 
quest of the author). 


Portraits of Vine Stoddard and 
Prudence Morgan Stoddard, painted Gift of Mrs. Alice S. Pearson, 
by W. H. Dorrance, 1839. Philadelphia 


“Transactions,'' the American Lodge of 
Research, Free and Accepted Masons. Gift of James R. Case 


“Bulkeley Family Genealogy," and 
historical clippings. Gift of Mrs. F. P. Hall 
Lakewood, N.J. 


"Biographies and Legends of New 
England Indians.” Purchased © 


Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel. 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's telephone number is: 443-1209, 
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OUR FLAG 


An article entitled, "The Story of Our Flag," appeared in the June- 
July, 1968 issue of THE RETIRED OFFICER MAGAZINE. It was taken from a 
department of Defense pamphiet entitled, “Our Flag, 1960." The following 
paragraphs are excerpts from the magazine article: 


The story of the origin of our Nationai flag parallels the story 
of the origin of our country. As our country received its birthright 
from the peoples of many lands who were gathered on these shores to 
found a new nation, so did the pattern of the Stars and Stripes rise 
from several origins back in the mists of antiquity to become embla- 
zoned on the standards of our infant Republic. 

The star is a symbol of the heavens and the divine goal to which 
man has aspired from time immemorial; the stripe is symbolic of the 
rays of light emanating from the sun. Both themes have long been re- 
presented on the standards of nations, from the banners of the astral 
worshippers of ancient Egypt and Babylon to the 12-starred flag of the 
Spanish Conquistadors under Cortez. Continuing in favor, they spread 
to the striped standards of Holland and the West India Company in the 
17th Century and to the present patterns of stars and stripes on the 
flags of several nations of Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. 

The first flags adopted by our colonial forefathers were symbolic 
of their struggles with the wilderness of a new land. Beavers, pine 
trees, rattlesnakes, anchors, and various like insignia with mottoes 
such as "Hope," "Liberty,'' "Appeal to Heaven," or "Don't Tread on Me" 
were affixed to the different banners of Colonial America. 

The first flag of the colonists to have any resemblance to the 
present Stars and Stripes was the Grand Union flag, sometimes referred 
to as the "Congress Colors." It consisted of 13 stripes, alternately 
red and white, representing the Thirteen Colonies, with a blue field 
in the upper left-hand corner bearing the crosses of St. George and 
St. Andrew, signifying union with the mother country. This banner was 
first flown by the ships of the Colonial Fleet in the Delaware River 
in December 1775. : 

In January 1776, the Grand Union flag became the standard of the 
Continental Army which had come into being some months before -- in © 
June 1775. It was also carried by American Marines and Bluejackets 
comprising an expeditionary force to the West Indies in 1776. 

The resolution of June 14, 1777 establishing the Stars and Stripes 
has an interesting history. After the Declaration of Independence, 
colonial vessels were putting to sea to hamper enemy communications 
and prey on British commerce. Many of them flew the flags of the 
particular Colonies to which they belonged. It was necessary to pro-~ 
vide an authorized national flag under which they could sail, for 
England considered armed vessels without such a flag as pirate ships 
and hanged their crews when they captured them. So the Marine Commit- 
tee of the Second Continental Congress presented the Resolution, which 
was on the subject of the Navy. 

General Washington, when the Star-Spangled Banner was first flown 
by the Continental Army, is reputed to have described its symbolism as 
follows: "We take the stars from heaven, the red from our mother 
country, separating it by white stripes, thus showing that we have 
separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity 
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OUR FLAG (Cont'd) 


representing liberty." 

After the admission of Kentucky and Vermont, a resolution was 
adopted in January 1794, making the flag one of 15 stars and 15 stripes. 

Realizing that the flag would become unwieldy with a stripe for 
each new State, Captain Samuel ©. Reid, USN, suggested to Congress 
that the stripes remain.13 in number to represent the Thirteen Colo- 
nies, and that a star be added to the blue field for each new State | 
coming into the Union. A law of April 4, 1818, that resulted requires. 
that a star be added for each new State on the 4th of July after its 
admission, but that the 13 stripes remain unchanged. 

A 48-star flag came with admission of Arizona and New Mexico in 


EL Alaska added a 49th star in 1959, and Hawaii a 50th star in 
1960. 
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ROM: The New London County Historial 
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